Father’s Day Message (15th June, 2008)
Zacharias, the Father Extraordinaire
By KC Ung

Introduction:  
In many ways Zacharias and Abraham Possessed Parallel experiences:
	Item
	Abraham
	Ref.
	Zacharias
	Ref.

	1.
	He and his wife had a Son in old age:

Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him.

	Gen. 21:2
	thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son…I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years…after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived.
	Lk. 1:13, 18, 24

	2.
	The event was thought to be impossible: Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations.

	Rom. 4:18
	Elisabeth…conceived a son in her old age…who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.
	Lk. 1:36, 37

	3.
	His only son was Surrendered back to God: By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son.

	Heb. 11: 17 cf. Gen. 22:2
	The parents surrendered their only son back to God to be a Nazarite: 

he … shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.
	Lk. 1:15

	4.
	He grew up to be very Special in God’s programme: 

God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.

	Gen. 17:19 
	Thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John…he shall be great in the sight of the Lord…he shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.
	Lk. 1:13, 15-17 cf. 69-79


A. As a Priest, Zacharias was Faithful to God.

1. He was Faithful to what was Scripted for a High Priest in Scripture.

a. Zacharias must only marry a Virtuous Virgin.
Lev. 21:10, 13, 14

He that is the high priest…shall take a wife in her virginity, a widow, or a divorced woman,
 or profane, or an harlot, these shall he not take: but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.
Note: The Role and Responsibility of the Husband and Wife in marriage: 

Eph. 6:23-25, 32, 33
i. As Marriage on Earth is a Picture of the Marriage of the Lamb in Heaven, where…
Rev. 19:7-9
· The Husband’s Love for the wife pictures Christ Who loves the Church, and
· The wife’s Submission to the husband pictures the Subjection of the Church to Christ, the Head.

· So, on earth, the husband needs to love the wife, and the wife needs to respect her husband as head.

Note: The Role and Responsibility of the Virgin in an espousal while waiting for marriage:
ii. As the High Priest on earth is a picture of Christ, the high Priest in Heaven, 
· He must marry a Virgin, a picture of the Virtuous Bride the Lamb will marry in heaven. 
Rev. 19:7, 8 Thus, on earth, the Church needs to be a Chaste virgin while anticipating marriage… 
II Cor. 11:2
In order that Christ may present her without Blemish and Blame to the Father in heaven later.
Eph. 5:27
· So, the Church’s Espousal period on Earth is pictured by a chaste virgin before marriage.

· Parents need to Emphasize to their children the Exceeding need to be virtuous before marriage.
Ct. the Rise of Rebel virgins in Contemporary Christendom today. (See attached article.
App. A)
Ct. Like a Virgin…Again in the local scene.
(See attached article.
App. B)

b. Zacharias must Only take a virgin of his Own people to wife
Lev. 21:10, 13, 14

i. Zacharias must not take a Bride outside Israel:
· A picture of a Christian not being Unequally yoked with Unbelievers.
Cf. II Cor. 6:14

ii. Zacharias was Blameless as a priest – he married a virgin of the tribe of Aaron.

· Marriage on earth should be between two persons in Christ anticipating the 

sanctity of a pure future marriage between the Lamb and the Church in heaven.
· In the meanwhile, the two in Christ should walk virtuously while waiting for the marriage day.

2. He was Faithful in Service in the Sanctuary.

a. He was faithfully Serving in the Sanctuary under the course of Abijah.

i. There were 24 divisions of Serving priests in the sanctuary.
 II Chr. 24:3, 4

ii. Zacharias served in the Allotted division of Abijah.
Lk. 1: 5 cf. II Chr. 23:10

b. He did not “Sign out” until he completed his course, 

though he could be greatly Excited after his Encounter with Gabriel.
Lk. 1:23
… as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house.
· Zacharias, gave Priority to God’s business over his own Problems.
Cf. I Sam. 21:8
B. As a life Partner, Zacharias was Faithful to his wife.
1. He Loved his wife – wife occurs four times in this one chapter.
Lk. Ch. 1
a. His wife was Announced as of Aaronic linage – his wife was of the daughters of Aaron.
Lk. 1:5

b. His wife was Acknowledged as thy wife Elisabeth

Lk. 1:13

c. He Affirmed his love for his wife of many years – 

Lk. 1:18


I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.


d. He had good Affinity with his wife even when old – after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived
Lk. 1:24

2. He Lived with his Wife – both occurs twice in this one chapter.
Lk. 1:6, 7
a. They had Walked together for many years – they both were now well stricken in years.
Lk. 1:7
Well stricken (Gk. probaino) from baino (to walk), i.e. (by impl.) the foot.

i. They walked Forward as Partners together – both were now well stricken in years.
Lk. 1:7, 18
Though “stricken” with Age and Aches (?), they Advanced Forward and Farther:
Cp. the use of probaino in the following texts…
· Going on [probaino] from thence –
} as Jesus Progressed from Place to Place and
Mt. 4:21

· when he had gone a little farther -
} from Person to Person calling out disciples
Mk. 1:19
ii. They had Faced Problems together:
Lk. 1:7


They had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years.
· They Prayed over the Problem – Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard;
Lk. 1:13
· They were Patient until God worked out His Programme in His appointed time:
Lk. 1:20b

until the day that these things shall be performed… which shall be fulfilled in their season.
· He Loved his wife and Lived with her in her Barrenness and in her Blessing – for worse or for better!
b. They Were able to do so because they were both righteous before God, 
Lk. 1:6

walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.
i. Their Walk before God in Character and Conduct was Righteous
ii. Their Walk in God’s Commandments and Ordinances was Blameless.
· They spent Time together with God and they did Things together before God.
C. As a Prospective Father, Zacharias had a Fault when told his wife could be Fruitful!
1. He could not believe God could solve the problem of his wife’s Barrenness.

a. He was Incredulous and thought it Impossible – 
Lk.  1:18

for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.
b. For that he was Inflicted with temporary dumbness.
Lk. 1:20a
c. Even as he was to find out later that with God nothing shall be Impossible.
Lk. 1:37
2. He could not believe that his son would turn out to be Great after his Birth.
Lk. 1:13-17
a. God would personally name his son: thou shalt call his name John.
Lk. 1:13, 60, 63
i. Cf God naming Abraham’s son – thou shalt call his name Isaac.
Gen. 17:19

ii. Cf. God naming Joseph’s son – thou shalt call his name JESUS.
Mt. 1:21

b. Many would rejoice at his son’s birth.
1:14 cf. 1:58


c. His son would be great in the sight of the Lord.
1:15
d. His son would have a great ministry in the spirit and power of Elijah.
D. As a Prophet, he was Full of the Spirit.
Lk.  1:67-79
And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying…

Note: 
The father was filled with the Holy Spirit.
1:67

Cf. 
The mother was filled with the Holy Spirit.
1:35, 41


Cf. 
The son would be filled with the Holy Spirit.
1:15
1. He Praised the Lord with a Prophetic Psalm.
Lk. 1:68-79
a. He Began with a Benediction – Blessed be the Lord God of Israel
1:68a

b. The given Reason was God’s Redemption – for he hath visited and redeemed his people
1:68b

c. A Messenger of the Covenant would come from David’s Dynasty to Deliver the people. 
1:69-75 cf. Mal. 3:1b
d. John was the Messenger to prepare the way for the Messenger of the Covenant to Come. 
1:76-79 cf. Mal. 3:1a
2. He surrendered his son to God to Prepare him in isolation until time for his Public Presentation.
Lk. 1:80
· Truly, Zacharias was a Priest, a life-Partner, a Parent and a Prophet Extraordinaire.
Consider now some of the Contemporary trends and attitudes against a Faithful Marriage and a Virtuous Virginity. 

These should be Concerns even for the Christian Father and Mother as they bring up their Families today.

On this Father’s Day, the Father should Remind himself of his Role and Responsibility 
· as a loving Husband and Head of the family, 
· as a Faithful Father nurturing his children in the Fear of the Lord,

· as a Leader leading all his family members to Love the Lord and Serve Him in the Sanctuary
To Commit to God all Circumstances for Better or for Barren times to trust Him always to do all things well in the end.
A Blessed Father’s Day to all Fathers 
Giving all Glory to God, 
their heavenly Father this day.
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Rise of the Rebel Virgins

Why we refrain even when premarital sex is safe and "natural."

A Christianity Today editorial | posted 6/04/2008 09:40AM

That the "hookup"—a random sexual encounter often fueled by drunkenness—is the dominant way of relating to the opposite sex on many college campuses is no longer news. Neither is the announcement that the hookup culture has negative repercussions for its participants. Its pervasiveness has gotten the attention of sociologists, feminists, parents, and even novelist Tom Wolfe.

What may be a promising twist to the story of the American university's fall from grace was covered in a recent New York Times Magazine article, "Students of Virginity." There's a growing number of brave students banding together to both resist the hookup culture and to promote sexual abstinence before marriage—and not mainly for religious reasons.

Virginity clubs like Harvard's True Love Revolution (TLR) and Princeton's Anscombe Society instead ground their arguments in philosophical ethics and scientific studies that show the harmful consequences of recreational sex. The list of things undesirable and therefore avoided is long: diseases, unplanned pregnancies, rape, feelings of regret and alienation, and in some cases, higher divorce rates and maternal poverty. Overall, argues TLR, casual sex leads to "personal unhappiness and social harm," while premarital abstinence ensures better health, better relationships, and "better sex in your future marriage."

A growing number of brave students resist the hookup culture—and not mainly for religious reasons.

The rise of the rebel virgins signals a move in the right direction for students' identity, and Christians should acknowledge this move as a sign of common grace. We see in their work how rational argument (guided by the voice of conscience) can help a sexually confused culture recognize that sex is much more than skin on skin. It can damage body and mind when done cavalierly. And it threatens to unravel human dignity and right relationships when thought of as means to satisfy the libido or ego.

Where a Christian sexual ethic can pick up where philosophy and statistics leave off is in articulating reasons for premarital abstinence beyond "it works." And for this, it will likely be seen as antiquated and strange. The idea of doing something (or not doing something you want to do) for reasons other than individual gain or loss defies the my-happiness-first logic that's enshrined in the West. If going to a "pimps and ho's" party, getting drunk, and sleeping with a stranger decreases my overall health and happiness, it makes sense to refrain. But what if having protected sex with my fiancée seems like it will increase our health and happiness? If our benefit is the measure, then refraining becomes absurd.

The church, following the picture of sexuality throughout Scripture, has consistently taught that sex belongs smack dab in the middle of marriage. "One can say that in Christianity's vocabulary the only real sex is the sex that happens in a marriage," Lauren Winner wrote in Real Sex. "The faux sex that goes on outside marriage is not really sex at all." Thus, a distinctly Christian argument for premarital abstinence is ontological, not utilitarian. God keeps sex in marriage as an expression of the audacious covenant that two people make, in the context of community, to be bound together exclusively and eternally—an echo of the bond between the persons of the Trinity.

Against this backdrop, premarital abstinence is all about obeying God's statutes on sexuality, trusting that his statutes are anything but arbitrary—they're an expression of God's desire to protect the integrity of the family and to see his image-bearers experience true intimacy with each other. In the end, we can trust that abstinence really does "work," because STDs, rape, broken marriages, and souls in pain have no place in a world where everyone plays by God's rules.

Copyright © 2008 Christianity Today. Click for reprint information.
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Like a virgin... again

By : TAN CHOE CHOE
Some foreign students are leaving the country not just with a new academic certificate, but with a ‘new’ intact hymen — or so some plastic surgeons tell TAN CHOE CHOE 

THEY'RE usually in their early 20s and most are in the final year of their studies. 

"The girls don't come alone (for the consultation and surgery). They come with their boyfriends or a trusted girlfriend," says a consultant plastic surgeon with a notable private hospital in Kuala Lumpur.

A lot can happen when youths leave home to study abroad and sexual exploration is invariably on the top of the list.

"And when these girls come here -- either with their boyfriends or they befriend local guys -- some of them engage in penetrative sexual acts," says the surgeon.

But despite the freedom they enjoy here, the day eventually comes when they have to go home to their parents, get married and settle down.

And some of these girls come from communities that for various cultural and religious reasons, still require a girl to be a virgin.

"To them, having the hymen intact is not just an important marriage commodity -- their very lives depend on it," says the surgeon.

Never mind that over the past few decades we've achieved and advanced so much -- like putting a few men on the moon, doing organ transplants and creating babies in test tubes.

There are still reports of women being killed or brutalised by their family members in certain African and Middle-eastern countries if they are found not to be virgins on their wedding night. 

Last Sunday, it was reported that a young Muslim couple's marriage was annulled in 2006 because the bride, a student nurse in her 20s, was not a virgin.

The wedding night party was still under way at the family's home in Roubaix, France, when the groom, an engineer in his 30s, came down from the bedroom complaining that his bride was not a virgin.

He could not display the blood-stained sheet that is traditionally exhibited as proof of the bride's purity.

Elisabeth Badinter, a philosopher and pioneer of women's legal rights, said the annulment would only serve to send young Muslim girls running to hospitals to have their hymens restored.

In France, although it is officially discouraged, the operation is seeing increasing demand from Muslim women who fear the consequences of being unable to prove their virginity on their wedding night.

It takes only about 30 minutes and voila, the girl is a "virgin" again. The operation is not only attracting foreign students, but some local university students have also started to request for their hymen to be repaired.

A 22-year-old varsity student told the New Sunday Times that she went to see a plastic surgeon to have her hymen restored after she learnt about the procedure on the Internet.

"I buat salah (made a mistake) and had pre-marital sex with my former boyfriend once. I don't want my future husband to think that I'm a slut just because of that one night," says the business administration student who agreed to speak on the condition of anonymity.

She forked out RM2,500 for the procedure last December. It was money she saved from giving part-time tuition.

"The hymen is fragile and can be easily torn, not necessarily through penetrative sex, but also rigorous physical activities like cycling or running, or even after a fall," says consultant plastic surgeon Dr V. Surendranathan.

Restoration of the hymen is done on an outpatient basis, under local anesthesia or sedation.

Simple repair consists of piecing together the remnants of the hymen by closing the tear and it's a simple procedure that is done by pulling the tissue together.

However, the result of this particular procedure is not meant to last and some experts say "it must be done three to seven days before the wedding".

When the hymenal remnants are not sufficient, a small incision can be cut into the outer flaps of the vagina and a suture put across it.

"After about three to four weeks -- during which time the patient is advised against any form of penetrative sex -- the sutures, which are usually fine black threads, will come off on their own," says Dr Surendranathan. 

Another option is inserting a tear-through nylon-like biomaterial. "When sexual intercourse takes place, the biomaterial would be torn and the tearing would cause some bleeding -- just like what a broken hymen would."

Hymen reconstruction is quite the in-thing among sex workers, says another plastic surgeon who declines to be named.

"They come here for vaginoplasty (tightening and reshaping of the vagina) and usually request hymenoplasty as part of the package," he reveals.

He says simple vagina tightening surgery costs about RM3,000 to RM8,000 -- although the procedure can go up to RM16,000 in some hospitals. Hymenoplasty is more affordable -- it's usually about RM1,500 to RM3,000.

"They tell me having a new hymen is worth it because some customers are willing to fork out about RM10,000 just to spend one night with a 'virgin'."

Procedures like hymen reconstruction are relatively rare and confined to a minority of women who need to conform to religious or ethnic rules on virginity, says Dr Surendranathan.

A greater number of patients complain of stretched vaginal muscles or inner labia that are too big, uneven or unsightly.

Vaginoplasty involves the removing of excess vaginal lining and the tightening of surrounding soft tissues and muscles to return a vagina to its normal anatomical shape and diameter.

Most women who opt for vaginoplasty are those who've had children and are in their late 30s and above. 

"They complain about a feeling of looseness. This can decrease the sensation during sexual intercourse, resulting in lower levels of satisfaction for her and her partner," says consultant obstetrician and gynaecologist Dr Lee Say Fatt.

After three children and 14 years of marriage, Kristy (not her real name), 42, went for vaginoplasty recently after her husband hinted that he "could not really feel her" any more.

So when she suggested about going for surgery to "tighten things up down there", he was all for it.

"He paid for everything of course. Our sex life has definitely improved," says Kristy.

But she can't help harbouring a little resentment towards her husband after the surgery.

"In a way, him wanting me to do it made me feel like he didn't really love me anymore -- not if I can't satisfy him sexually."

The erosion of sexual pleasure aside, a woman would also experience stress incontinence, and the weakening of the wall between the vagina and bladder or the vagina and that with the rectum. 

Some hospitals combine vaginoplasty together with labiaplasty and advertise them collectively as vaginal rejuvenation surgery.

Labiaplasty is a cosmetic genital surgical procedure that will reduce the size or change the shape of the small lips on the outside of the vagina.

What are the risks involved in such surgeries?

"As with any surgery, there can be complications, both surgical and anaesthetic. But complications are rare and they may include bleeding, infection and scarring," says Dr Lee.

Proper surgical techniques and the use of laser will significantly reduce these risks, he says, adding that "laser minimises pain, blood loss and swelling".

It also promotes excellent wound healing, resulting in minimal or no scarring at all. 

"The procedures are generally done as day cases and patients are usually put under general anaesthesia. 

"After surgery, the patient will be under observation for a few hours before they are allowed to go home -- on the same day."

Women usually report mild to moderate discomfort for a few days after the operation, says Dr Lee. "This can be easily relieved by oral painkillers and cold packs. 

"Many women can return to their usual daily activities after resting for a few days."

After surgery, patients would have to abstain from sexual activities for at least six weeks. 

